[Time and Self in Episodic Memory and Confabulation].
Confabulation is defined as the production of narrative descriptions of events that never happened, and is often observed in amnesia with basal forebrain lesions. However, little is known about the possible mechanisms related to confabulation. In this review article, we summarized previous neuropsychological and neuroimaging studies associated with confabulation, and proposed a hypothetical mechanism of confabulation. Previous studies have demonstrated that amnesic patients with confabulation after basal forebrain damage are impaired in the processing of time-related information in episodic memory and that activation of this region is significant during the processing of time-related information in episodic memory. In addition, confabulating patients with basal forebrain lesions extending to the medial prefrontal cortex (mPFC), medial temporal, and thalamic regions are likely to show significant disturbances in age-awareness and significant false memories in personally experienced events. Given the importance of the mPFC in the self-referential process and of the hippocampus in the integration of episodic components, the basal forebrain region could play an important role in orienting the self in time by acting as an interface between the mPFC and the hippocampus. Confabulation in basal forebrain amnesia could be caused by a decline of the time-self interaction.